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	Cottbus  
	
Cottbus Altmarkt (old market square)
	Country	Germany
	State	Brandenburg
	Admin. region	
	District	Urban district
	Founded	
	First mentioned	
	Government
	 • Lord Mayor	Frank Szymanski (SPD)
	Area
	  • Total	164.28 km2 (63.43 sq mi)
	Elevation	70 m (230 ft)
	Population (2010-12-31)[1]
	 • Total	102,091
	 • Density	620/km2 (1,600/sq mi)
	Time zone	CET/CEST (UTC+1/+2) 
	Postal codes	03042-03055
	Dialling codes	0355
	Vehicle registration	CB
	Website	www.cottbus.de


Cottbus  (German pronunciation: [ˈkɔtbʊs]; Lower Sorbian: Chóśebuz; Polish: Chociebuż) is a university city in Brandenburg, Germany, situated around 125 km (78 mi) southeast of Berlin, on the River Spree.
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History[]

The settlement was established in the 10th century, when Sorbs erected a castle on a sandy island in the River Spree. The first recorded mention of the town's name was in 1156. In the 13th century German settlers came to the town and thereafter lived side-by-side with the Sorbs. In medieval times Cottbus was known for wool, and the town's drapery was exported all over the Brandenburg, Bohemia and Saxony. In 1462 Cottbus was acquired by the Margraviate of Brandenburg; in 1701 the city became part of the Kingdom of Prussia. In 1815 the surrounding districts of Upper and Lower Lusatia were ceded by the Kingdom of Saxony to Prussia.

From 1949 until German reunification in 1990, Cottbus was part of the German Democratic Republic (East Germany).


Demography[]






Development of Population since 1875 within the Actual Boundaries (Blue Line: Population; Dotted Line: Comparison to Population Development of Brandenburg state; Grey Background: Time of Nazi rule; Red Background: Time of Communist rule)





Recent Population Development (Blue Line) and Forecasts



Culture and education[]

Cottbus is the cultural centre of the Lower Sorbian minority. Many signs in the town are bilingual, and there is a Lower Sorbian-medium Gymnasium, but Sorbian is rarely spoken on the streets.

Next to Cottbus is the famous Branitz Park, created by Prince Hermann von Pückler-Muskau after 1845. Schloss Branitz (Branitz Castle) was rebuilt by Gottfried Semper in a late Baroque style between 1846 and 1852, and the gardens laid by Prince Hermann feature two pyramids. One of these, the Seepyramide, is in the middle of an artificial lake and serves as his mauseoleum.[2]

Cottbus is also home of the Brandenburg University of Technology (BTU) and the maths/science-oriented Max-Steenbeck-Gymnasium, which is named after the physicist Max Steenbeck.

Every year Cottbus is host to the East European Film Festival.

Cottbus has a football team called FC Energie Cottbus, which currently play in the 2. Fußball-Bundesliga. Their home matches are played at the city's Stadion der Freundschaft.


Power generation[]

There are several coal-fired power stations in the area around Cottbus (Lausitz). The biggest stations are "Schwarze Pumpe" (1600 MW), "Boxberg" (1900 MW) and "Jänschwalde" (3000 MW).




International relations[]

See also: List of twin towns and sister cities in Germany

Twin towns – Sister cities[]

Cottbus is twinned with:


	
	
 Montreuil-sous-Bois in France (since 1959)
	
 Grosseto in Italy (since 1967)
	
 Lipetsk in Russia (since 1974)


	
	
	
 Zielona Góra in Poland (since 1975)[3]
	
 Targovishte in Bulgaria (since 1975)
	
 Košice in Slovakia (since 1978)[4]


	
	
	
 Saarbrücken in Germany (since 1987)
	
 Gelsenkirchen in Germany (since 1995)[5]
	
 Nuneaton in the United Kingdom (since 1999)





See also[]

	Cottbus Air Base
	Cottbus-Drewitz Airport
	Cottbus-Neuhausen Airport
	Klinge


References[]


	^  "Bevölkerung im Land Brandenburg am am 30. Dezember 2010 nach amtsfreien Gemeinden, Ämtern und Gemeinden. Gebietsstand: 31.12.2010" (in German). Amt für Statistik Berlin-Brandenburg. 31 December 2010. http://www.statistik-berlin-brandenburg.de//Publikationen/OTab/2011/OT_A01-04-00_124_201012_BB.pdf.  

	^ Udo Lauer, Fürst Pücklers Traumpark, Ullstein Verlag, 1996, Berlin

	^ "Zielona Góra – Partner Cities". 2008 Urzędu Miasta Zielona Góra.. http://www.zielona-gora.pl/umzg/index.php?id=1111&lng=pl. Retrieved 7 December 2008.  

	^ "Partnership towns of the City of Košice" (in Slovak). 2007–2009 City of Košice Magistrát mesta Košice, Tr. SNP 48/A, 040 11 Košice. http://www.kosice.sk/clanok.asp?file=gov_s_c-00.html. Retrieved 12 July 2009. 

	^ "List of Twin Towns in the Ruhr District". 2009 Twins2010.com. http://www.twins2010.com/fileadmin/user_upload/pic/Dokumente/List_of_Twin_Towns_01.pdf?PHPSESSID=2edd34819db21e450d3bb625549ce4fd. Retrieved 28 October 2009.  





External links[]



Wikimedia Commons has media related to: Cottbus
 



	Official Website (German) (English) (Polish) (Sorbian)
	Homepage of Brandenburg Technical University
	
 Chisholm, Hugh, ed (1911). "Cottbus". Encyclopædia Britannica (11th ed.). Cambridge University Press. 


		v • d • e


    Urban and rural districts in the state of Brandenburg in Germany    


	
	Urban districts	
Brandenburg an der Havel ·  Cottbus ·  Frankfurt (Oder) ·  Potsdam

	
	Rural districts	
Barnim  ·  Dahme-Spreewald  ·  Elbe-Elster  ·  Havelland  ·  Märkisch-Oderland  ·  Oberhavel  ·  Oberspreewald-Lausitz ·  Oder-Spree ·  Ostprignitz-Ruppin  ·  Potsdam-Mittelmark  ·  Prignitz  ·  Spree-Neiße  ·  Teltow-Fläming ·  Uckermark
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Cities in Germany by population

	
	1,000,000+	
Berlin ·  Hamburg ·  Munich
	



	
	500,000+	
Bremen ·  Cologne ·  Dortmund ·  Dresden ·  Düsseldorf ·  Essen ·  Frankfurt ·  Hanover ·  Leipzig ·  Nürnberg ·  Stuttgart

	
	200,000+	

Aachen ·  Augsburg ·  Bielefeld ·  Bochum ·  Bonn ·  Braunschweig ·  Chemnitz ·  Duisburg ·  Erfurt ·   Freiburg im Breisgau ·  Gelsenkirchen ·  Halle an der Saale ·  Karlsruhe ·  Kiel ·  Krefeld ·  Lübeck ·  Magdeburg ·  Mannheim ·  Münster ·  Mönchengladbach ·  Oberhausen ·  Rostock ·  Wiesbaden ·  Wuppertal





	
	100,000+	

Bergisch Gladbach ·  Bottrop ·  Bremerhaven ·  Cottbus ·  Darmstadt ·  Erlangen ·  Fürth ·  Gera ·  Göttingen ·  Hagen ·  Hamm ·  Heidelberg ·  Heilbronn ·  Herne ·  Hildesheim ·  Ingolstadt ·  Jena ·  Kassel ·  Koblenz ·  Leverkusen ·  Ludwigshafen ·  Mainz ·  Moers ·  Mülheim an der Ruhr ·  Neuss ·  Offenbach am Main ·  Oldenburg ·  Osnabrück ·  Paderborn ·  Pforzheim ·  Potsdam ·  Recklinghausen ·  Regensburg ·  Remscheid ·  Reutlingen ·  Saarbrücken ·  Salzgitter ·  Siegen ·  Solingen ·  Trier ·  Ulm ·  Witten ·  Wolfsburg ·  Würzburg
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